The City
liking nothing but what they were given! But now
the common goods or services and the creation of
them which is the task of city government should be
shared by all.
But the objections to dictatorship are not excuses
for acquiescence in the situation as it is, in countries
of the democratic tradition. Clearly the advocates of
dictatorship are right in saying that only a few in any
city-area actually have a sense of the city as a whole.
They are right also in supposing that the most impor-
tant function of citizenship cannot be merely the
voting for representatives. The traditional democratic
theory of the nineteenth century implied a misreading
of the facts in these two aspects. It implied that there
was an equal appreciation of the common good among
all citizens; and it implied that the interest of the
majority could be maintained, if representatives and
agents acted in behalf of the community. But neither
of these implications is essential to the democratic
ideal; and neither need be made the basis of a public
policy for the creation of a new life in common.
The Spirit of Common Folk
In the first place, if only a few have a genuine sense
of the whole city, instead of taking over control they
should add to their number. This and not dictator-
ship is the right method for making new men and
women in a new common life. And there is, in the
result of common services akeady established, enough
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